Please note: This is not a simple translation of the Arabic text, rather an evaluation.
Its purpose is a better comprehension of what has happened and what might come.

The Arabic article was published by (34 jn “occupied Palestine® on July 17, 2026.

The Centcom documents:
How does Washington view the "day after” the Iran war?

¢ Ol Qal Ml a gl ) Olaldl g AT (S 1o oS (3L

The quoted article presents an analytical summary of seven assessment and planning memorandums
issued by the Near East and South Asia Center for Strategic Studies of the US Central Command,
issued during the period between April 22 and June 15, 2026.

In the seven quoted assessment and planning memorandums multiple paths intersect,

The analytical summary is starting with an attempt to understand the internal structure of the Iranian
regime and the reasons for its steadfastness, passing through post-planning war.

It is about restructuring security and governance, leading to the dismantling of the regime’s para-
military arms, the accounts of regional parties, and maritime equations in the Strait of Hormuz.

The summary is ending with the impact of Chinese and Russian support on the course of the
conflict.

The first paper, issued on April 22, starts from a refusal to view Iran as a traditional hierarchical
authoritarian state, proposing instead a "complex adaptive system" approach borrowed from
complex systems theory, where resilience stems from self-regulation and feedback rather than
simply having hard power.

The paper then identifies three pillars of Iran's steadfastness:

— An Iranian society shaped by the historical memory of successive invasions, the war with
Iraq, and decades of sanctions and repression, which produced a society accustomed to
enduring under pressure.

— A decentralized security system that brings together the regular army, the Revolutionary
Guard, and the Basij (*), according to what is known as the ""mosaic defense doctrine"
based on 31 semi-independent regional commands that prevent collapse when the senior
leadership is targeted.

— And pragmatic alliances with Russia, China, and the network of regional allies.

The paper concludes that air strikes alone will not topple the regime, but may produce an adverse
effect known as "flag circumvention", and that collapse of the system, if it happens, will come
from an internal failure in the system itself, not from external pressure, which requires an extended
time horizon that goes beyond the American political cycles, and targeting the three pillars at the
same time, while preparing for a realistic settlement formula that is not less than the goal of
complete victory and regime change.

* = Basij (T=* ) is a paramilitary volunteer militia under the parent organisation of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). It ensures internal and external security.



As for the second paper, issued on April 27, it moves to planning "the day after' Operation
Epic Rage, assuming military success and asking whether this necessarily means achieving
American interests.

In its analysis, it relies on a double historical comparison between Iraq’s 2003 model warning of the
danger of rapid dismantling of institutions, and Egypt’s 2011 model, where institutions remained in
place without real political legitimacy, to conclude that Iran will not exactly resemble either case
due to the depth of its bureaucratic and security institutions, and that any possible disintegration will
be gradual and uneven, not a rapid collapse.

The paper details the balance of military power between the Revolutionary Guard, the Basij, and
the regular army, and explicitly recommends reforming and merging the Revolutionary Guard, not
dissolving it completely, in order to avoid repeating the scenario of dissolving the Iraqi army.

It is about keeping technocratic cadres, except those involved in serious violations, integrating
moderate elements of the Basij into local security structures, and relying on the army. Regularity as
a balancing stabilizing force, and implementing a broad amnesty as a precondition for any
reconstruction aid, with an explicit warning of the danger of "Balkanization" of Iran across ethnic
divisions between Azeris, Kurds, Baluchis, Khuzestan Arabs and Lurs.

The paper concludes with four words summarizing its recommendations:
Pragmatism, institutional preservation, forgiveness, and patience.

The third paper, issued on the same date, deals with a complex crisis of attrition that the Basij is
experiencing as a result of the intersection of three successive shocks:

— The December 2025 uprising that spread to all provinces,

— The assassination of Ali Khamenei on February 28, 2026 as part of Operation "Epic Rage",

— The assassination of the Basij commander, Brigadier General Gholam Reza Soleimani, on
March 17 of the same year.

The paper monitors the transformation of the Basij from an ideological popular militia into an
internal security force that relies more on coercion and material incentives than ideological loyalty,
with the regime’s increasing reliance on Iraqi Shiite militias to suppress internal protests, amid the
collapse of the riyal and the decline in the ability of the "Basij Cooperative Foundation" to finance
patronage networks.

The Central Command recommends launching intensive information operations to amplify the
narrative of using foreign mercenaries, and imposing targeted sanctions targeting institutional
funding for the Basij to accelerate field defections.

The fourth paper, issued on May 26, deals with behavior of the Persian Gulf countries.

It describes it as deliberate restraint, not weakness, based on nine interconnected factors, most
notably direct geographical exposure to the Iranian threat, security dependence on Washington
without full guarantees, fears of the lack of continuity of American commitment in keeping with the
precedent of withdrawal from Afghanistan, and the actual economic cost estimated at about $186
billion in the first month of the war, in addition to concern that weakening Iran may strengthen
Israeli regional hegemony at the expense of Gulf influence.

The paper stresses that this neutrality is conditional, not absolute, and may collapse towards
direct offensive military involvement if Iranian strikes expand to include vital infrastructure or Gulf
population centers on an ongoing basis.



The fifth paper, issued on June 15, presents an operational-legal note in precise technical terms that
clearly distinguishes between limited legal "freedom of navigation" operations and a sustainable
maritime security crisis in the Strait of Hormuz and which requires ship escort, mine clearance and
multi-layered deterrence. It notes that the 40-nation coalition hosted by Britain is still more of a
political framework than a ready operational force, and that Russia and China have used their veto
power against a relevant UN resolution, reflecting a deeper international division.

The paper warns against resorting to direct military action to reopen the strait by force due to the
risk of broad strategic escalation that outweighs any short-term gains, and recommends a gradual,
phased approach that links escort operations with a parallel diplomatic path to reduce escalation.

The sixth paper, issued on June 10, re-evaluates the military repercussions of the UAE’s with-
drawal from OPEC, considering that weakening the Emirati-Saudi strategic link complicates the
central leadership’s management of the cohesion of regional alliances to deter Iran, and opens a
geopolitical vacuum that China may fill in the fields of energy, ports, and defense industries.

It is expected that Tehran will classify the UAE as a high-priority target, which requires urgent
strengthening of integrated air and missile defense and additional maritime security around the
Strait of Hormuz and the port of Fujairah.

The seventh paper, issued on the same date, concludes with a comprehensive assessment of
Chinese support for Iran since the Twelve-Day War, describing it as "enabling" support, not direct
military, distributed over four integrated dimensions according to the "DIM" model: diplomatic
through the veto and the influence of BRICS and Shanghai, and informational via The Baidu-3
system and the Harmony OS-based Digital Sovereignty Initiative, and military via anti-stealth
radars and raw materials for making missiles. And economically by purchasing most of Iran's oil
exports and employing the shadow fleet.

Central Command believes that Beijing maintains a "reasonable possibility of denial" that allows it
to influence the course of the conflict without direct confrontation with Washington, and that it
seeks to prolong the war to drain American resources and use the Iranian arena as a testing field to
test the efficiency of its military technologies, within the framework of a broader strategic vision
that makes Tehran is a tool to keep Washington preoccupied with the Middle East, away from the
Indo-Pacific issue.

Flag of the Basij militia mentioned above.



Together, these seven readings reveal that US Central Command estimates view the conflict with
Iran as a much more complex equation than just a field military resolution. According to these
estimates, the Iranian regime’s steadfastness is not measured by the number of strikes it receives,
but rather by the extent of the cohesion of its three pillars: society, the decentralized security
system, and foreign alliances, and any American strategy that does not target these pillars together
remains incapable of achieving fundamental change.

The papers also show that the ""day after' the war carries challenges equivalent to the challenges
of the war itself, starting with the danger of a security vacuum and the disintegration of the Basij,
passing through conditional Gulf caution that could collapse, and reaching the Strait of Hormuz,
which imposes a delicate balance between deterrence and escalation.

In the background, Chinese support for Iran remains a structural factor that prolongs the attrition
and keeps Washington tied to the Middle East, away from its strategic priorities in Asia. All of these
threads intersect at one conclusion that the papers repeat in different forms: that military victory
alone does not guarantee the achievement of American interests, and that the real turning
point will come from within the Iranian regime, not from outside it.
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The original document in Arabic was edited & structured to improve readability for
visitors of blueprinteditor.blogspot.com by Wolfgang Wiesner, “Ulysses“, © 2026.
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	وثائق سنتكوم: كيف تنظر واشنطن إلى "اليوم التالي" لحرب إيران ؟

